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Green Cambridge, Cambridge Local First announce Cambridge City Nature Art Challenge partnership 

Deadline for student entries extended to June 9 

 

CAMBRIDGE, MA (May 19,  2020) Green Cambridge and Cambridge Local First announce a partnership to 

connect local public school students with city habitats through the Cambridge City Nature Art Challenge. The 

challenge merges the artistic and creative energies of students in Cambridge with the Boston Area City Nature 

Challenge, an annual citizen science project contributing to research-quality data on living organisms in and near 

the metropolitan area and some suburbs of Boston. The deadline for entries has been extended to Tuesday, June 

9, 2020. 

Students in Cambridge Public Schools from Kindergarten through Grade 8 are eligible to enter works of art 

in the Cambridge City Nature Art Challenge. Prizes for students in Grades 3–8 are gift cards to businesses that 

are members of Cambridge Local First. Kindergarten through Grade 2 students with winning entries will receive a 

set of art supplies. Some local business members of Cambridge Local First will display winning entries in windows. 

-more  - 

http://greencambridge.org/
http://cambridgelocalfirst.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2020-boston-area
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2020-boston-area
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Cambridge Wildlife Arts, formerly the Cambridge Wildlife Puppetry Project, is an educational program of Green 

Cambridge. Since 2012, children from neighborhoods and schools across the city have participated in this 

arts-based environmental education program offered, including in costume and giant puppet creation for the Honk! 

Parade. Cambridge WIldlife Arts is slated to offer the fifth annual Cambridge Fly, Buzz, and Honk! Festival in July. 

Plans for the festival have been temporarily suspended until city and state public health regulations clear the way 

for the festival to go forward. Steven Nutter, Green Cambridge’s executive director, said that “Connecting people 

of all ages to their environment is more important than ever, and the outdoor learning that would normally happen 

in Cambridge Public Schools this spring is understandably impossible. The art challenge aims to keep kids in 

touch with a sense of wonder about local species here in our city.” 

The local economy and environmental sustainability movements dovetail tremendously, says 

Theodora Skeadas, executive director of Cambridge Local First. Local businesses foster healthier 

environments, as independent, community-serving businesses are people-sized. “They typically consume 

less land, carry more locally made products, locate closer to residents, and thereby create less traffic and air 

pollution.” Cambridge Local First is proud to support Green Cambridge's efforts to build awareness of our 

- more  -  
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urban environment among Cambridge Public School students through the Cambridge City Nature Art 

Challenge. 

Guidelines for the Cambridge City Nature Art Challenge are online at 

greencambridge.org/artchallenge. 

 

About Green Cambridge: greencambridge.org 

Green Cambridge works to create a more sustainable city and to protect the environment for the health and 

safety of all.  

About Cambridge Local First: cambridgelocalfirst.org 

The mission of CLF is to support, promote, and celebrate a “Local Economy Community” by educating the 

public and government about the significant environmental, economic, and cultural benefits of a strong local 

economy. 

 

 

-end- 


